[Aristolochic acids in herbal medicines].
Aristolochic acids are nitrophenanthrenes with a carboxylic acid fanction which have been found only among the Aristolochiaceae. In 1993, rapidly progressive interstitial renal fibrosis has been reported in women have been on a slimming regimen including Chinese herbal medicines in Belgium. In Japan, at the Kansai district, several cases of Chinese herbs nephropathy have been reported quite recently. In both cases, aristolochic acids was detected in the Chinese herbal medicines taken by the patients. We have Asiasarum Root, a species of Aristolochiaceae, in Japanese Pharmacopoeia. Therefore, we quantitatively analysed aristolochic acids in these herbal medicines and related plants.